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Entrance

Tor1 1s the standard entrance to Shinto shrines.




The style of Tori are ‘Myojin or Shinmyo zukuri.
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You can see that the approach is divided by 3 lines. Gods approach

on the middle line. We shall take the left line.
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§ Approach to the shrine §8
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These are “komainu,” which are mythical lion-like creatures who guard
the shrine and scare off evil spirits. JAX (L f#tt Z<F S ERIT T,

One “komainu’ always has its mouth open and is called “A”, and the
other has its mouth closed and 1s called “Un.”
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When people unconsciously behave in a mutually beneficial way, we call
that behavior “A-Un no Kokyu” (breathing like “A-Un”).
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Chouzuya Fxk&

This place is called “Chouzuya.” Here worshippers use this water to purify hands and
mouth before worshiping at the shrine.
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How to cleanse oneself at the Chozuya

. Hold the ladle with your right hand and then scoop up some water.

. Rinse your left hand with the water.

. Hold the ladle with your left hand and then scoop up some water.

. Rinse your right hand with the water.

. Hold the ladle with your right hand and scoop up a little more water.

. Pour the water onto your left palm. Sip some of the water from your left palm.
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The “Honden” building is located behind the “Haiden.” It is where the diety of
the “jinja” or shrine, is worshiped.
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“Chigi” is the term used when referring to the wooden sticks that cross over
each other, and diagonally thrust out from the edge of the roof
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If the tips of the “chigi” are cut horizontally, then it symbolizes that a female
god is being worshiped. However, if the tips of the “chigi” are cut vertically,
then it symbolizes that a male god is being worshiped.
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Worship L3z

Stand in front of the donation box 3FEEX~HEHEEFEDHIIZID,

Bow twice. (When bowing, lower your upper body 90 degrees.)

Clap twice. (When clapping, raise your hands to chest height. Place your right
hand onto your left hand. Lower your right hand slightly so that it isn’t at the
same height as your left hand. After clapping twice, raise your right hand back
to the original praying position.)

Make a wish or pray, then bow once to conclude.
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Omikuji &#<C

“Omikuji” are fortune papers. It is believed that your wish will come true if you
tie the “omikuji” on a branch of a tree using just one hand. Fortunes are usually
classified into the following categories: “Daikichi” (great good fortune), “Kichi”
(good fortune), “Shokichi” (moderate good fortune) and “Kyo” (bad luck).
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